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Today, | begin these letters at the urging of
your grandfather - who suggested that it would
be helpful to you as you read it for the first time
and possi bly for years

These letters have enabled me to reach
out to you In a personal, transparent & enduring
way; and have encouraged me to document my
own beliefs as a Christian and convey them to
YOUul.

My hope and prayer is that In a Word will
be a source of encouragement, entertainment
and instruction for you and for others as well.



InNnaWORDI s about



Being a

The absence of both
parents in the family has
produced a host of social
problems and elevated
risks for the children:
lower performance in
school and higher drop-out
rates; out-of-wedlock
pregnancy; and increased
drug and other criminal
activity.

parent, step-parent and a father




Expressing myself in

still, this possibility does not deter
me from preparing the letters as
a continuation and expression of
my thoughts concerning all
matters and events pertaining to
our separation.

Care Is an expression of love in a
sense, and usually includes
tending to oneos
comfort as well as being
conscience and sensitive.

words, verse, pictures & illustrations



Sharing my

Families might be
considered as a chain
In that they ideally
function as interlinked
or dependent units;
they are not completely
alike but still have a lot
of similarities and
shared interests that
bound them together.

experience, knowledge, opinion & passion



Communicating with my

which means that we should
know Jesus as Lord,

medi tate on tl
salvation and forgiveness,
confess our sins, and
partake with thanksgiving
and heart of worship and
reverence. Never take this
opportunity lightly but with
an understanding, mindset,
and heart on Jesus and the
priceless gift of salvation.

Lord, wife, children, step-children & others



Providing

And now, as | have prayed
before and as | will continue
to pray, watch over this
young precious girl and
provide for her needs, her
protection and her care.

Encouragement means to
provide moral support or to

gi ve someone Ncourageo to
face a problem or challenge.

guidance, direction & understanding



Giving my time and attention to

Realize that you have
been given a healthy,
functioning body and
mi nd. Pl eas
destroy this precious gift
by the momentary
pleasures or acceptance
gained from drug abuse.

the needs of those who may benefit



Creating a legacy for

The human was designed and
manufactured as
greatest creation; altogether
conceived in his image, the
body is the temple of God
made to please and glorify
him.

ébecause God cr
you have value and purpose,; it
IS not an unrealistic sense of
grandeur but rather an honest
assessment of your character.

the generations that follow my own



Fostering a

In the process, | have grown to
appreciate the accomplishments
of other step-parents, foster
parents, and otherwise
guardians with no natural
connection. | am thankful and
blessed with the gift of children,
step-children, and children in
general.

degree of trust In relationships



Serving my

Esther was placed in this
powerful role by providence;
she was serving God by
ensuring that her people (the
Jewish captives) were not
destroyed by evil leaders
among the King

God in his patience and
mercy, has allowed me to
once again worship and serve
him 1 | am fortunate!

Lord and my fellow man



Offering a

Present on the field of battle,
King Saul was the closest in
height to Goliath but, as you
probably know, did not offer
himself to the verbal challenge.
Sent to the front to deliver food
to his brothers, young David
becomes the most unexpected
victor in the challenge of
Goliath. Faith in God won out
over physical dominance.

possibility for peace and reconciliation



Following the

Both learning and succeeding in
our duties begins with a good
attitude: a willingness to try our
best, to accept any set-backs or
shortcomings, and to remain
vigilant in our effort and objectives
at hand. With a good attitude,
the steps that follow become
easier with time while enabling us
to take on more duties,
responsibility, and leadership.

order to nurture and Instruct



Planting, Sowing, and Reaping for a

The mission was to present
the intimacy that the Lord
offers in our relationship with
him; and that should be
present by all means in our
relationship with our children
and children in our charge.
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bountiful harvest
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